
PETITION CIRCULATION INSTRUCTIONS

Anyone over 18 is invited and encouraged to collect signatures for our petition initiative.

We encourage you to undertake this project with a small group of people within your church, 
club, or social service group.   It is most efficient to collect signatures after a church service.  If you 
plan ahead, your group of volunteers can work at several different churches on consecutive Sundays.

You may also work as a group to canvass a neighborhood walking door to door.  You may also 
collect signatures outside any public building, such a library, 

We only need to collect about 14,000 signatures per congressional district.  If you and your group 
can collect 500 to 1000 signatures, that’s a great contribution!

There are just six major steps: (1) Register with us, so we know you are helping out and can help 
you;  (2) Prepare the petitions forms;  (3) Have each circulator complete a registration form; 
(4) Collect signatures;  (5) Have the circulator’ s signature witnessing the form notarized; (6) Turn 
the petitions in to your County or District Coordinator.  These steps are more fully explained below.

Register with Us
The first thing to do is to simply go to www.stopforecedabortions.org and sign up for our email 

list / volunteer database.  Be sure to indicate your county.  Using the county information, w e can 
then subsequently notify you when and how to turn in the petitions you have collected. The District 
Coordinator is the one to whom you will deliver your signed petitions.  No need to wait, you can 
start collecting signatures right away.

Preparation of Petitions
1. Download the petition from www.stopforecedabortions.org.

2. It must be printed out on legal sized paper 8.5 x 14 inches.  It must be printed on both sides.  
The signature page on one side and the initiative language on the other.

3. Before making copies, print the NAME OF YOUR COUNTY in the five blank places where 
your county name must be provided.  They are indicated with an X and in yellow on the 
sample sheet below.

4. Make copies on legal sized paper 8.5 x 14 inches.   Distribute copies to circulators on your 
team with the additional instructions below which must be followed by EACH petition 
circulator. 

5. Do NOT number the pages.  Numbering should only be done by County Coordinators.



Petition Circulators
1. Circulators are acting as legal witnesses of the fact that the signers signed the petition.  

Circulators must be at least 18 years old to circulate and witness a petition form.  

2. Each Circulator must complete and return the “Circulator’s Registration Form.”

a. This form only needs to be completed once for each circulator.

b. It can be completed the day you are collecting signatures.  This makes it easy to 
include last minute volunteers as Circulators, especially if a notary is on hand.

c. The circulator registration form should be turned in with the petitions to your local or 
county coordinator.  Typically, it should be included as the top sheet along with any 
petition sheets collected.  

d. The circulator registration form is attached to this document and can be found at our 
web site.

3. The name of the Circulator (witness) must be clearly printed on each petition sheet to be 
witnessed in the space provided immediately above the signature lines, where is says “I, 
________ being first duly sworn.” (See the grey highlighted area in the sample below.) If 
you are going to work with other circulators at the back of your church, for example, 
distribute blank petition sheets to each circulator and instruct each circulator to print his or 
her name in the designated space each time a new sheet is started.

4. Do NOT number the pages.  Numbering should only be done by County Coordinators.

Gather Signatures

Circulators Must Sign Completed Petitions in Presence of a Notary
1. After the signatures have been collected, in the presence of a notary public, each Circulator 

must sign and provide his or her address  in the space provided at the bottom of each
signature page he or she witnessed.  The notary will also complete the bottom section.

2. It is a great idea to put a notice in your church bulletin asking for a member of you church 
who is a notary to be there the day you collect signatures.  Then you can complete and have 
notarized all forms signed that day.

3. If you do not have a notary at the church, notary services are generally available without 
charge at most banks.  In this case, each Circulator must have his or her signature notarized 
individually and then must return the notarized petition forms to the church, county, or 
district coordinator.

Local or County Coordinators Collect Completed Petitions and Circulator Forms
1. The coordinator should keep all Circulator Registration Forms in a separate folder.

2. ONLY the County coordinator should number the pages in the space provided in the upper 
right corner.

3. Pages should be kept in numbered order with no more than 100 sheets per folder.

4. County Coordinators will deliver the signed petitions to the Congressional District 
Coordinator or State Coordinator on dates to be specified.



Shall Missouri law be amended to:
• make it illegal for a doctor to provide a woman with an abortion at any time during her pregnancy without extensive and documented emotional, 

psychological, physical, situational, and demographic evaluations unless the doctor determines that the procedure is necessary to prevent imminent 
death or serious medical risk; and 

• make it illegal for any person, other than a licensed physician or licensed pharmacist acting with a prescription, to assist a woman to terminate her own 
pregnancy and allow lawsuits with minimum damages of $800,000, plus attorney’s fees, regardless of any proof of injury? 

It is estimated this proposal will have no costs or savings to state or local governmental entities.

Shall Missouri law be amended to:
• make it illegal for a doctor to provide a woman with an abortion at any time during her pregnancy without extensive and documented emotional, 

psychological, physical, situational, and demographic evaluations unless the doctor determines that the procedure is necessary to prevent imminent 
death or serious medical risk; and 

• make it illegal for any person, other than a licensed physician or licensed pharmacist acting with a prescription, to assist a woman to terminate her own 
pregnancy and allow lawsuits with minimum damages of $800,000, plus attorney’s fees, regardless of any proof of injury? 

It is estimated this proposal will have no costs or savings to state or local governmental entities.

County _________X_________________

Page No____DO NOT COMPLETE THIS!

It is a class A misdemeanor punishable, not withstanding the provisions of section 560.021, RSMo, to the contrary, for a term of imprisonment not to 
exceed one year in the county jail or a fine not to exceed ten thousand dollars or both, for anyone to sign any initiative petition with any name other 
than his or her own, or knowingly to sign his or her name more than once for the same measure for the same election, or to sign a petition when such 
person knows he or she is not a registered voter.

INITIATIVE PETITION

To the Honorable Robin Carnahan, Secretary of State for the state of Missouri:
We, the undersigned, registered voters of the state of Missouri and _____________X_______________ County (or city of St. 

Louis), respectfully order that the following proposed law (or amendment to the constitution) shall be submitted to the voters of the 
state of Missouri, for their approval or rejection, at the general election to be held on the 7th day of November, 2006, and each for 
himself or herself says: I have personally signed this petition; I am a  registered voter of the state of Missouri and _________X______
County (or city of St. Louis); my registered voting address and the name of the city, town or village in which I live are correctly 
written after my name.

CIRCULATOR’S AFFIDAVIT STATE OF MISSOURI, COUNTY OF ________________X___________________ ,

I, ____CLEARLY PRINT PETITION CIRCULATOR’ NAME______, being first duly sworn, say (print or type name of signers)

NAME
(signature)

Date
Signed

REGISTERED VOTING ADDRESS
(Street)              (City, Town or Village)

Zip Code Cong. 
Dist.

NAME
(printed or typed)

1.
SAMPLE SAMPLE SAMPLE SAMPLE

2.
SAMPLE SAMPLE SAMPLE SAMPLE

3.
SAMPLE SAMPLE SAMPLE SAMPLE

4.
SAMPLE SAMPLE SAMPLE SAMPLE

5.
SAMPLE SAMPLE SAMPLE SAMPLE

signed this page of the foregoing petition, and each of them signed his or her name thereto in my presence; I believe that each has stated his or her 
name, registered voting address and city, town or village correctly, and that each signer is a registered voter of the state of Missouri and 
___________X__________County.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Signature of Affiant  (Person obtaining 
signatures)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address of Affiant

Subscribed and sworn to before me this . . . . . . . . . . . . day of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , A.D. . . . . .,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Signature of Notary

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address of Notary

Notary Public (Seal)
My commission expires . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

MOCK UP FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY



Prevention of Coerced and Unsafe Abortions Act


